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Newsletter No: 6              Wednesday, 23
rd

 May, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

THE IMPACT OF 1%ERS IN OUR SCHOOL? 
 

For improvement to occur, organisations such as schools must continue to review and refine 
practices. What worked well yesterday may not be the best solution today. Over the next couple of 
weeks you will be sent an email asking you to complete a School Satisfaction Survey. This survey 
will allow us to collect data about our school - aspects we are doing well at and areas we need to 
further enhance and develop.  The following article from Steve Francis is about improvement. 

In 2010 Dave Brailsford was appointed General Manager and Performance Director for Team Sky, a 
professional cycling team. Brailsford was confronted with a huge task. No British cyclist had ever 
won the Tour de France, but it was Brailsford’s job to change that. Brailsford had a concept he 
referred to as the “aggregation of marginal gains”. He explained it as “the 1 percent margin for 
improvement in everything you do”. His approach was that if you improved every area related to 
cycling by just 1 percent, then those small gains would add up to remarkable improvement. But it 
was a lot more than just the obvious: the nutrition of riders, training programs, equipment etc. 

They searched for the 1% improvements in the areas others had not thought about: 

 the pillow that offered the best sleep 

 the most effective type of massage gel 

 teaching riders the best ways to wash their hands to avoid infection 
 

He believed that this focus on the 1% improvements would put them in the position to win the Tour 
de France in 5 years. They won it in three years.  Sir Bradley Wiggins became the first British 

cyclist to win in 2012. Then again they did it in 2013 with Chris Froome. In 2012 Brailsford coached 
the British cycling team at the Olympics. They dominated the competition by winning 70% of the gold 
medals available. 
 
Let’s consider this approach for our school. As parents what can we improve by just 1%? 
* 1% increase in parents reading to their children at home or following up on assignments. 
* 1% increase in parents reading the newsletter or volunteering. 
* 1% less students arriving late to school or leaving early. 
* 1% increase in parents’ support of classroom activities. 
 
I invite you to follow Brailsford’s lead and take a moment to reflect upon aspects of your own lives 
that may benefit from the 1% principle. 
 
 
Adapted from Steve Francis – Happy Schools newsletter 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

SCHOOL SATISFACTION SURVEY 

 
As part of our ongoing commitment to continuously improve the 
school, we believe it is critical to seek each parent and guardian’s 
opinion on a range of issues relating to MacKillop Catholic 
Primary School. Your feedback is very important to us as we 
continue to build a successful school and strengthen our 
reputation as an ‘educator of choice’. 

As such, we have engaged the professional services of MYP 
Corporation (MYPCorp) to undertake a strictly private and 
confidential School Results Survey on our behalf. The survey 

should take approximately 10 - 15 minutes and will need to be 
completed online between 28

th
 May and 11

th
June, 2018. 

There are no right or wrong answers and we ask that you 
respond honestly to each statement. 

Please note that this survey will be confidential. No member of 

the leadership team will have access to your individual 
responses. We will be provided with a summary 
of collated results only. 

MYPCorp will undertake the following process to ensure 
anonymity: 

1. Parents and guardians will be emailed individual survey      

logins. 
2.Results will be collated externally. 
3. A summary of collated results will be provided to the school 
leadership team. 

On the survey start date, survey instructions and a personalised 
login link will be emailed to all parents. You will continue to send 
friendly reminders during the survey period until you have 
submitted the survey. If you do not receive your survey 
instructions on the survey start date, please check your spam and 
junk email folders before contacting the MacKillop School office. 

While we strongly encourage you to participate, the survey is not 
compulsory. If you decide that you do not want to complete the 
survey, simply click ‘Unsubscribe’ in the instruction or reminder 
email. Thank you for your assistance in helping to shape the 
future direction of MacKillop Catholic Primary School. 

 

ICAS SCIENCE COMPETITION 

The ICAS Science Competition will be held next Tuesday 29
th
 

May at about 9.00am for those students who nominated to 
participate. 

 

MACDONALDS MATHS CHALLENGE 

 
On Tuesday, we had three teams of years 5 and 6 students 
participate in the McDonald’s Maths Competition at Whitsunday 
Anglican School. The competition was held in two parts with a 
‘Team Challenge’ and ‘Relay Event’. 
 

The students did a tremendous job and really enjoyed 
participating. Well done boys and girls, we are really proud of 
you. 

We thank Mrs Cundell, Mrs Martin and Mrs Donnollan for their 
hard work in preparing the students. 

Congratulations to Saskia Allan, Mikayla Green, Jasmine Gale, 
Hayley O’Neill, Rory Franklin, Jack Henderson, Ryan Camilleri, 
Alex Frost, Jack Fogarty, Claire Patroni, Jude Ackerman, Luke 
Devitt, Andre Rosales, Mason Anderson and  Holly Pennisi on 
their wonderful team spirit and enthusiasm during the 
competition. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

UNDER 8’S DAY 

 
On Monday we celebrated Under 8’s day for students in Prep to 
Year 3. We also welcomed children from Kookaburra Child Care 
Centre and Goodstart Early Learning Centre. Thank you to Tina 
Jansen who organised the event and to the teachers and teacher 
assistants who assisted in coordinating an activity as well as the 
parents who assisted in supervising a group of children. It was a 
wonderful celebration. 
 

DISCO 
 
We had our second disco for the year last Friday night with the 
theme ‘What I want to be when I grow up…”. Thank you to Kym 
Abell for the great job of organising the disco and to the many 
parents, staff and SRC who assisted on the night. We appreciate 
your hard work.  
 

PIZZA MEAL DAY 
 
A reminder that our Pizza Meal Day will be held next Monday 28

th
 

May. Please ensure you have returned your orders if you wish to 
have pizza on this day. Thanks to Mrs Oliver for organising this 
event. 
 

MACKILLOP LED CHILDREN’S SUNDAY MASS 
 

This Sunday 27
th

 May will be our MacKillop led Children’s Sunday 
Mass at St Joseph’s Church at 9.00am. Thank you to those 
students who have volunteered to read or be involved in the 
Offertory Procession. 

 
PRAYERS 

 
Please remember in your prayers anyone who 
is sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122


 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 
 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. When returning the enrolment form, please 
remember we need to sight the original birth certificate or a  
certified copy and also need a copy of their baptismal certificate 

& immunisation records. It is essential that we have our current 
families accounted for so that we know the number of places 
available for new families.   

 

YEAR 6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We currently have the following Year 6 School 

Photos on the noticeboard in our office for 

parents to order. Order forms are available in the 

office and all orders are to be placed directly with 

Advanced Life. 

* Year 6 Muck Up 

* SRC 2018 

* House Captains 2018 

* School Leaders 2018 

OFFICE DISPLAY BY YEAR 4M 
 

Our office display for this fortnight is presented by Year 4M. 
Please come in and have a look at the fantastic art work and the 
Aboriginal Dreaming stories the children have written. 

 

 
 

 
 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

 

 

 
 

This Sunday we celebrate the feast of:  

 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

 
REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSS 

 

The feast of the Holy Trinity brings us face to face with the 
foundation of our faith. The readings for today provide answers to 
the question: Who is God? They can really only suggest 
something about the mystery of God, and they can do this only 
indirectly. They call to mind some of the wonders that God has 
accomplished for us and in us. It is through reflection on these 
gracious divine acts that we can get glimpses of God. 

 

The psalm declares that the harmony and interdependence that 
we see in creation point to a majestic creator responsible for it all. 
The account of the history of God’s people reveals a God who 
desires to establish an intimate relationship with them, enters 
their history as protector and guide, and forgives disloyalty. 
Finally, Jesus teaches that God sent him into the world to save it, 
has made us adopted children through the Holy Spirit, and will 
ultimately clothe us in divine glory. It is from his teaching that we 
hear that the Son was sent by the Father, the Spirit, which was 
also his Spirit, proceeded from the Father and from him. 

 

From our own experience, we know that God creates, because 
we are immersed in creation. We know that God saves, because 
we have been freed from the bondage of our own demons. Our 
experience tells us that God is with us, and that God is for us. 
Everything that we know about God declares that God is 
passionately in love with us, boundlessly so! 

© Dianne Bergant CSS  Accessed from Liturgyhelp.com 

 
This Sunday 27

th
 May– Children’s Sunday Mass 9am 

St. Joseph’s Church 
 
MacKillop children and their families are especially 

invited to participate in Sunday Mass.          

 
 
 
 
 

 
SACRAMENTAL  DATES! 

 

Family Preparation Day - 2pm Sunday 27
th

 May 

Sacramental Interviews – 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

 June. 

Confirmation Practice – Friday 15
th

 June 3:30pm 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16
th

/17
th

 June 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Prep J Jonty Laing 

 For working hard on all activities while away.  You 
were super keen to continue your hard work when 
back doing the Prep activities.  Awesome job! 

 Cooper Radford 
 For your super effort with an English activity.  You 

were able to unscramble the sentence and paste it 
in the correct order.  Well done. 

1P Hugo Barwick 
 When we complete our Daily 5 activities, you 

always get started straight away on each new 
task.  You work quickly and quietly and you 
happily help other group members when they 
need assistance.  You are a ‘Daily 5 superstar’ 
Hugo! 

 Maitland Bray 
 You are one of our fastest competitors when we 

play Around the World.  You listen carefully to the 
sum you need to solve and then quickly work out 
the answer in your head.  Amazing effort – keep 
up the great work Maitland! 

2D Finn Cunningham 
 Finn, you are student of the week this week for 

your awesome ‘long O’ sentences.  Your 
sentences created a picture in our mind, using 
capital letters where needed and a full stop at the 
end. 

 Harley Jewell 
 Congratulations Harley you have mastered the 

‘take away 10’ strategy.  This week you 
persevered until you got it.  I love how you are 
asking questions to make sure you are doing 
tasks correctly.  Keep up your great attitude 
Harley! 

2N Alice Cundell 
 Congratulations on being the Student of the Week 

Alice! You are improving your writing skills in leaps 
and bounds. You are trying so hard and it is 
paying off! Keep up the great work. Well done! 

 Lily O’Neill 
 2N’s Daily Five Reading goal this week was to use 

expression when reading aloud to an audience. I 
am so impressed with your reading with 
expression Lily, especially when you changed 
your voice to suit the character. You are making 
the book more entertaining. Well done! 

3CR Evie Ledwy 
 For the wonderful work you have put into your 

Religion tasks this week.  You were able to 
correctly order the Our Father and Hail Mary and 
your book work is always presented to a very high 
standard.  Well done! 

 William Murphy 
 In recognition of your amazing work ethic!  You 

always aim to do your very best and I was so 
proud of how you approached your NAPLAN 
testing with sheer determination to do your very 
best. 

4C Jazmine Finucan 
 I am amazed at the progress you have made with 

multiplication this week Jazmine. You are finding 
the factors of different numbers with confidence, 
and multiplying numbers with greater accuracy. 
Well done! 

 Nathan Peever 
 You are a very enthusiastic learner 

Nathan.  Thank you for the valuable contributions 
you make during our lessons, and the interest you 
show in what we are learning about.  
Fantastic work! 

4M Taj Jackson 
 For the Super-Duper effort you are putting into 

learning your spelling words.  You are amazing, 
even with the distraction of a holiday mid-week, 

you still managed to score well in your tests!  Way 
to go Taj, keep up the great work! 

 Tessa Pirie 
 It is such a privilege to have you in our class.  You 

apply great care and consideration to everything 
you do.  It is lovely to see you gaining more 
confidence in Maths by the input and discussions 
you’re having with your peers during group tasks.  
Great to see Tessa! 

5K Khiana Blakey 
 Thank you for helping me with our assembly.  

Your sensible approach to all that we do is to be 
commended.  Your contribution towards our class 
is valuable.  You are legendary. 

 Ryan Camilleri 
 Thank you for helping me with our assembly.  You 

did a great job when put on the spot.  I also 
enjoyed reading your limericks.  You are a star. 

6PG Saskia Allan 
 For your super effort – and achievements in 

working with equivalent fractions.  By taking the 
time to set out your work and focus on one step at 
a time you have conquered this concept.  
Brilliant!!!  Well done, Saskia!! 

 Brock Dentener-Martin 
 For your fabulous work ethic!  You display a 

mature attitude towards your schoolwork, 
embarking on all tasks immediately and without 
fuss, asking questions when you need assistance.  
Consequently your finished pieces are to a high 
standard.  Awesome effort, Brock!! 

6R Jack Henderson 
 You had our class Members of Parliament 

‘crossing the floor’ following the delivery of your 
argument during our Federal Parliament role play.  
Debating the topic: ‘Australia should increase 
overseas aid’. You played the part of the Prime 
Minister with maturity, posing ideas that are in the 
best interest of all people.  You spoke clearly and 
thoughtfully, Jack! 

 Nickolas Punzell 
 You made fantastic predictions, explanations and 

reflections during our ‘Candle Capers’ Science 
Investigation.  You clearly expressed your 
scientific thinking verbally and in writing, and 
participated in the activity with enthusiasm. 

PE Award Ruby Lankin 
 For always putting in your best effort at PE every 

week.  Well done Ruby! 
 Lily Masters 
 For your enthusiasm and effort in PE lessons this 

term.  It is great to see your confidence growing.  
Well done Lily!! 

Principal’s 
Award 

 
Jack Fogarty 

 In recognition of the pride you take in your book 
work.  Thank you for showing me your work and 
telling me all about your favourite subject books. 

 
               
 May 22 Lawson Darmanin 
  22 Declan Garnham 
  22 Olivia Lucas 
  25 Roman Barrie 
 

 



 
 
Issue 4 Book Club order forms were handed out to students 
today.  
 
Closing date for Issue 4 is Tuesday 12th June. Please note 
that no orders will be placed after the closing date due to 
upcoming holidays. 

 
There are some wonderful books for all ages in this Issue – 
ranging from Prep to Year 6. Whether your child is into Anh Do, 
Minecraft, Animals, Craft or Adventure there is a book for 
everyone. A book that can put a smile on your child’s face is book 
worth keeping or as quoted by Dr Seuss. 
 

 
Just a quick reminder to please ensure that your child’s name and 
class is written on the Book Club order form when purchasing 
with cash or cheque. All cash orders are to be sent to the office or 
library. 
 
Thank you once again for all your support and enjoy your many 
adventures through reading. 
 
Many thanks 
Marie Schembri  
Library Coordinator 
 

  

 
HOOPS PROGRAM 

 
The hoops program, a basketball development opportunity for all 
students of all abilities, will be running at our school this term. It 
will run Monday afternoons from 3.00pm – 4.00pm in our Hall 
from the 28

th
 May – 25

th
 June. The cost is $70. A registration form 

has been sent home. 
 
Please note parents are required to remain on the school 
grounds to supervise your child/children that are 
participating in this program as it is not a school organised 
event and therefore no teacher supervision will be provided. 

 

 
WORKING BEE 

SUNDAY 3RD JUNE 
9.00 – 11.00 AM 

 
Please bring shovels, rakes, trailers etc to assist with 
mulching and tidying up the gardens in preparation 

for our official Opening and Blessing of the 
administration refurbishment . 

 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 25/5 Rita Bovey 
  Ashleigh Lindner 
  HELP NEEDED PLEASE 
  
   Wed  30/5 Mary Bruce 
  Joanna Reid 
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you 
please contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 
 

MAY SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
 

 TACOS  - This includes lettuce, cheese, tomato and 

sour cream. $4.00 each 

 

 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently 
available in the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 
Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 

and remember to write your child’s name and class on 
 their bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

 

DISCO 
 

Our Term Two school disco was held last Friday night. The 
children had a fantastic night, thank you to Kym Abell and all 
those who helped out on the night, it was a great success! 
 

CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete 
this year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop them off at 
the office. If you own a business this may be a great way to 
promote it. 
 
DATE CLAIMERS 

Pizza Meal Day – Monday 28
th
 May 

Family Photo Collection – Wednesday 6
th

 June 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny

mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks Tina, staff, 
parents and students 
for a great Under 8’s 

Day. 

UNDER 8’s DAY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Thanks to Kym Abell 

for organising the 

disco, P&F, parents 

and staff who 

assisted on the 

evening and the SRC. 

It was a great night. 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
22 May 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

We would like to make you aware that Netflix is releasing a series containing sensitive and mature topics. 
13 Reasons Why (Season 2) was released on Friday 18 May. It is likely to be a discussion topic in broader 
society and may be accessible to your child. We have prepared the information below so that you are able 
to respond or act preventatively to support your child. 
 
The Netflix series, 13 Reasons Why, was a topic of much discussion amongst the school community 
following its release in March 2017. The series tells the story of a senior student, Hannah, who suicides and 
leaves behind thirteen cassette tapes detailing the reasons why she ended her life. The final episode 
depicts her method of suicide, which researchers have cautioned may increase the potential risk to 
vulnerable people. Despite the controversy, Netflix has announced the release of the second season of the 
series. 
 
The content of season two is currently unknown; however, there has been speculation that it could include 
a school shooting, an attempted suicide, a lawsuit against the school and a rape trial. The second season is 
expected to be graphic and confronting. Young people may be at risk if exploring these themes unchecked, 
unsupervised and unsupported. 
 
Headspace and Netflix have collaborated ahead of the release of 13 Reasons Why (Season 2) to create 
safe and informative resources for young people, parents and schools. They have produced a discussion 
guide available via the link: http://13reasonswhy.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/13- Reasons-Why-
Season-1-Discussion-Guide-compressed.pdf  
 
There is also a designated webpage where the resources will be located, a set of videos from the cast 
addressing issues depicted in the show, and detailed help seeking information for young people. This 
information will be accessible via the link: https://13reasonswhy.info/   
 
The 13 Reasons Why series is rated MA15+ in Australia; however, many younger students have viewed the 
first season. If your child has not yet seen the series, you have two main options: 

1.    Restrict their access on Netflix through parental controls 
(https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264 ) 

 
2.   Supervise their exposure and debrief them on the content. Be aware that the season of 
13 Reasons Why was a widespread topic of conversation and students may have accessed 
the series in private, which places them at an increased risk. 

 
Parents are encouraged to have conversations about content of 13 Reasons Why with your child if it is 
discovered that they have viewed the original series. It is important to be aware of common warning signs 
and how to respond. The following links offer useful information 
 
Beyond Blue - www.beyondblue.org.au/ Headspace - https://headspace.org.au/  
 
Our School Counsellor (Katrina Dunn), is also available to offer support and guidance for any youth mental 
health concerns. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://13reasonswhy.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/13-%20Reasons-Why-Season-1-Discussion-Guide-compressed.pdf
http://13reasonswhy.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/13-%20Reasons-Why-Season-1-Discussion-Guide-compressed.pdf
https://13reasonswhy.info/
https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://headspace.org.au/


 
 

Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month 
 

Each May, Queensland marks Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month to raise community 
awareness of domestic and family violence and to send a clear message that violence of this sort will not 
be tolerated. 
 
What does Domestic and Family Violence involve? 
 
Behaviour that is violent, which can, but does not have to be physical.  Violent behaviour can include: 

 Spiritual violence 

 Physical violence 

 Psychological or emotional violence 

 Financial violence 

 Sexual violence 

 Social violence 

 Legal violence 

 Reproductive violence 

 Neglect 

 Stalking 

For more detailed definitions please visit: https://www.1800respect.org.au/violence-and-abuse/domestic-
and-family-violence/  

 If you or someone you know is experiencing domestic or family violence, you can contact 1800RESPECT 
on 1800 737 732 or through online chat 

 
 

 

         

 

Queensland Government (2018) ‘Bystander campaign’ 

What can I do? 

Do you suspect that someone you know is being abused, and you want to help somehow? Perhaps a 
neighbour, friend or family member has confided in you about experiencing domestic and family violence in 
their relationship? 

There are three ways you can help, depending on the situation: 

 

 

 

 

 
For further information visit: https://campaigns.premiers.qld.gov.au/dosomething/how-to-do-something.aspx 

Although we speak out strongly against domestic and family 

violence as a society, it continues because, as individuals, we often 

choose to stay silent. 

When confronted with the signs of abusive behaviour, we can 

make excuses and downplay our instinct to step in. 

1.  Talk to the victim 

2. Provide resources and help them take 

action 

3. In an emergency call 000 

https://www.1800respect.org.au/violence-and-abuse/domestic-and-family-violence/
https://www.1800respect.org.au/violence-and-abuse/domestic-and-family-violence/
https://campaigns.premiers.qld.gov.au/dosomething/how-to-do-something.aspx


 
  

 


